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ASSESSORS’ REPORT. 


Valuation of Palmer, May 1, 1870 : 

Real estate, $891,621 00 

Personal estate, 458,506 00 


$1,850,127 00 

Total No. of polls, 845. 

Tax on polls, including highway, $2.58. 

Rate per cent, .1^. 


APPROPRIATIONS. 


State tax, $3,575 00 

County tax, 1,522 53 

For schools, 5,000 00 

Highways, 3,000 00 

Bridges, 1,500 00 

Support of poor, 1,200 00 

Interest on town debt, 1,000 00 

To reduce town debt, 3,015 00 

Contingencies, 4,000 00 

Overlays, ^39 4/ 


$24,152 00 

JOHN CLOUGH, ) Assessors 
E. B. GATES, > of 

C. C. SHAW, j Palmer . 


Palmer, March 7, 1871. 





TREASURER’S REPORT 


OF THE RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES FOR THE YEAR 
ENDING MARCH 7, 1871. 


RECEIPTS. 


Balance in Treasury, March 7, 1870, 

Received of State Treasurer, State aid, 1869, 

State Treasurer, Corporation tax, 
u u School fund, 

u u State paupers, 

County Treasurer, dog tax, 

Merrick fund (interest), 

Town of Monson, 

Town of Brimfield, 

"Wood & Allen, for liquors, 

S. Ruggles, “ u 

D. Knox, for oxen, 

Treasurer of Three Rivers district, 

Rent of School-house hall at Depot, 
u u u Three Rivers, 

Tuition of scholar, 

Jno. Farr el, 

Reuben Rogers, borrowed, 

Mrs. Mary Foskit, borrowed, 

Mrs. Mary B. Webster, borrowed, 

Miss Sarah Locklan, “ 

Chas. Gerald, for support of wife, 

J. A. Palmer, tax 1869, 

J. A. Palmer, tax 1870, 

$1,516 66 
1,350 00 
93 61 

307 98 

40 00 

242 87 

56 14 

340 32 

133 65 

881 40 

586 42 

150 00 

10 55 
31 25 

2 50 
1 82 

1 50 
1,650 00 
1,500 00 
450 00 

51 00 
197 09 

335 51 
20,700 00 

$30,630 27 
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EXPENDITURES. 


for support of schools, 

$5,295 87 

Repairing school-houses, 

1,443 09 

Highways, 

3,475 46 

Bridges, 

1,178 16 

Interest on notes, 

*627 86 

Contingencies, 

2,497 60 

Aid to soldiers and families, 

1,394 50 

State tax, 

3,575 00 

County tax, 

1,522 53 

Reduction of town debt, 

4,929 63 

Paupers, 

1,837 26 


$27,776 96 

Balance in the Treasury, 

$2,853 31 


Respectfully submitted. 

JAS. B. SHAW, Treasurer . 



SELECTMEN’S REPORT. 


EXPENDITURES FOR SCHOOLS. 

Paid for teachers, ! 

Squier & Wood, for coal, Depot district, 

A. N. Dewey, for water, 44 

J. F. Holbrook, for coal, 44 

Pat Douay, getting in coal, 44 
E. B. Fenton, wood, 44 

J. D. Blanchard, wood, 44 

O. P. Allen, sawing wood, 44 

A. A. Gamwell, care of house, 44 

H. Shumway, 4 4 4 4 4 4 

Bert Smith, 4 4 4 4 4 4 

T. F. Steover, wood, Thorndike district, 

J. F. Holbook, coal, 44 

E. Camerlin, sawing wood, 44 

Wm, Francis, care of house, 44 

Geo. Moores, drawing coal, 44 

Frank Shepardson, care of house, Three Rivers dis 
A. A. Milliken, 44 4 4 4 4 4 4 

J. M. Buffington, wood, 4 4 4 4 

Wm. Robinson, sawing wood, 4 4 4 4 

J. W. Fuller, wood, Foster & Hastings dis’t, 

J. W. Fuller, carrying scholars, F. & II. dis’t, 

M. Keith, sawing wood, 44 

A. P. Whipple, wood, 44 

D. Morrison, wood, Old Center dis’t, 

G. A. King, sawing wood, Old Center dis’t, 

Wm. Brainard, care of house, Mason dis’t, 

W. Brainard, wood, 44 

C. R. Shaw, wood, Shaw dis’t, 

C. R. Shaw, rent of room, 

J. W. Adams, care of house, Duck, dis’t, 

J. W. Adams, wood, 44 

G. Collins, books, 

Wood & Allen, maps, crayons and books, 

Wood & Allen, mdse and cash for schools, 

Miss C. E. Hill, 4 4 44 4 4 

S. Ruggles, books furnished teachers and scholars, 


30 

86 

12 

00 

56 

69 

2 

00 

13 

50 

7 

87 

13 

75 

37 

50 

6 

00 

6 

75 

21 

00 

69 

52 

6 

00 

66 

50 

7 

12 

ft. 12 

00 

10 

00 

47 

46 

14 

50 

18 

00 

45 

00 

3 

50 

9 

87 

19 

50 

6 

00 

2 

00 

35 

00 

31 

48 

3 

00 

32 

13 

76 

00 

134 

00 

61 

30 

4 

45 

11 

45 

68 

92 

$5,295 

87 
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REPAIRS ON SCHOOL HOUSES. 

Paid S. Ruggles, for repairs on school houses, 

Brown & Robinson, paints, oils and hardware for 
Depot dish, 

E. C. Sexton, painting school house, Depot dish, 

T. II. Reed & Co., lead and labor on school house, 
Depot dish, 

O. Stebbins, labor on school house, Depot dish, 

D. B. Packard, whitewashing school house, Depot 
district, 

T. H. Reed & Co., stove, Depot dish, 

S. B. Olds, painting school house, Three Rivers dish 
L. F. Shepardson, repairs on school house, Three 
Rivers dish, 

S. B. Olds, painting school house, Thorndike dish, 
A. M. Bond, repairs on u u u 

J. W. Fuller, repairs, Foster & Hastings dish, 

A. R. Smith, u u u u 

A. M. Bond, stove, u “ “ 

J. W. Adams, repairs, Duckville dish, 

A. M. Bond, u u 

W. Brainard, repairs, Mason dish, 

A. M. Bond, stove, Shaw dish, 

S. Ruggles, for building house, Shaw dish, 

C. R. Shaw, grading and stone work, Shaw dish, 

J. G. Allen, insurance on Depot houses, 

G. Collins, “ Thorndike house, 

G. Collins, “ Three Rivers house, 


PAUPERS. 

Paid J. E. Crain, for State paupers 1868, 

A. V. Blanchard & Co., wood for Mrs. Calkins" 
family, 1868-69, 

P. W. Webster, for pauper, 

Michael Shanly, potatoes for poor farm, 

H. G. Loomis & Co., coffins for Town paupers, 

H. G. Loomis & Co., u State u 
Chas. Sherman, cash paid out for poor farm, 

C. H. Murdock, for keeping Mrs. Brooks, State 
pauper, 

Squier & Wood, plaster for poor farm, 

P. W. Webster, for Mrs. Bottomly and Thompson, 
E. Warner, labor on poor farm, 


$42 

42 

81 

32 

83 

00 

7 

82 

5 

25 

4 

25 

15 

00 

, 83 

64 

8 

83 

62 

51 

6 

20 

1 

00 

11 

91 

22 

74 

163 

70 

15 

25 

2 

00 

27 

25 

585 

00 

90 

50 

42 

50 

41 

00 

40 

00 

$1,443 

09 

$7 

» 

00 

27 

50 

10 

00 

15 

60 

32 

00 

90 

00 

115 

36 

144 

00 

5 

64 

, 21 

00 

7 

50 


$475 60 


Amount carried forward, 
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Amount brought forward, 

$4/5 

60 

. Sullivan & Lacy, care of insane woman, 

16 

00 

L, Dimock, boots for paupers, 

11 

25 

el. C. Warner, keeping Mrs. Thompson, 

38 

75 

Julius P. Shaw, goods for paupers, 

25 

00 

Thayer & Co., goods for poor farm, 

6 

03 

S. W. Smith, “ “ 

214 

08 

T. H. Reed & Co., u “ 

6 

60 

P. Trumbull, mowing on u 

E. L. Davis, goods for “ 

18 

50 

2 

00 

Dr. Wm. Holbrook, attendance on Mrs. Finerty, 

54 

00 

Chas. Crosier, support of Mrs. Wright, 

50 

00 

J. A. Squier, wood for Mrs. Calkins, 

9 

75 

Samuel Brown, pasturing stock, 

25 

00 

J. O. Hamilton, oxen for poor farm, 

165 

00 

Murdock & Bro., goods for paupers, 

20 

88 

W. A. Hill, goods for poor farm, 

12 

09 

L. Allen, sleigh u u 

19 

00 

Murdock & Andrews, goods for poor farm, 

2 

50 

8. W. Lawrence, “ u 

49 

52 

Joseph Thompson, u u 

9 

43 

elas. B. Shaw, u u 

51 

82 

A. Ware, sawing lumber poor farm, 

Northampton Hospital, for support of Mrs. Gerald, 

3 

54 

183 

37 

Taunton Hospital, for support of Elizabeth Carrie, 

186 

60 

J. K. Warren, medical attendance, 

6 

00 

Fosket & Holbrook, goods for poor farm, 

45 

00 

J. S. Loomis, cash paid for relief of paupers, 

10 

00 

Silas Ruggles, medical attendance at poor farm, 

39 

35 

Silas Ruggles, med. attend, about town on paupers, 

42 

00 


P. W. Webster, cash p’d keeping and carrying “ 
Mrs. Calkins, care of State pauper, 

George Shaw, rent of house for Clark family, 


HIGHWAYS. 

Paid Joshua Graves, labor, 

L. Mitchell, 

O. S. Shepard, u 

L. Collis, 

A. Strong, 66 on new road, 

B. Olney, “ 

P. W. Webster, labor on highways and culverts, 

J. M. Buffington, breaking out road, 

C. R. Shaw, 66 “ 

Amount carried forward, 


30 60 
5 00 
3 00 


$1,837 26 


$20 25 
7 00 

2 50 
225 30 
125 00 

14 00 
789 25 

3 75 
33 00 


$1,220 05 
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Amount brought forward, $1,220 05 

Paid Jas. Burns, breaking out road, 5 00 

H. Smith, “ 64 3 0 0 

G. W. Randall, labor, 327 25 

E. L. Paul, 44 176 80 

Wm. Harvey, 44 516 20 

A. Hastings, 44 104 55 

C. R. Shaw, 44 257 41 

C. R. Shaw, labor on new road, 100 00 

G. Barker, balance due 1869, 61 00 

L. F. Whiting, labor, 12 00 

A. P. Whipple, 44 22 50 

Chas. Hastings, 44 142 50 

H. Converse, 44 145 70 

H. Smith, 44 57 50 

J. M. Converse, putting up railing, 36 00 

M. C. Fenton, labor, 20 00 

M. Shanley, 44 145 00 

E. Shorly, 44 _ 107 00 

E. N. Fay, putting up railing, 12 00 

S. M. Bliss, labor, 4 00 


$3,475 46 

BRIDGES. 

Paid T. Y. Kent, labor on Cooley bridge, $3 75 

T. Y. Kent, 44 bridges, 44 00 

H. Converse, drawing stone for King bridge, 32 00 

P. W. Webster, labor on Sexton 44 24 00 

P. W. Webster, 44 44 Merrick 44 4 50 

P. W. Webster, cash paid for Merrick bridge, 74 00 

P. W. Webster, 4 4 44 Whipple 44 69 00 

P. W. Webster, 44 4 4 44 44 23 00 

P. W. Webster, repairing King & Merrick bridge, 6 00 
Webster & Loomis, labor on King 44 86 75 

Webster & Loomis, labor on Blanchard 44 85 00 

Blanchard & Thompson, labor on King 44 7 3 5 0 

Blanchard & Thompson, labor on Blanchard 44 171 00 

Slianly & Olny, labor on 44 44 32 00 

A. King, labor on 44 44 1 2 00 

Isaac King, lumber for King 44 4 30 

M. Shanly, labor on 44 44 7 00 

C. W. Hastings, repairs on 44 5 00 

Town of Belchertown, balance on 44 19 00 

Brown & Robinson, nails, spikes and paint, 42 61 

P. P. & T. I). Potter, plank for bridges, 359 75 


2 $1,178 16 
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CONTINGENCIES. 

Paid L. A. Nelson, notifying town officers 1869, 

Miss C. E. Hill, services school committee 1869, 
John Clough, copying valuation, 

Est. of G. Collins, services school committee 1869, 
Allen & Gardner, legal advice, 

.D. B. Bishop, abatement of taxes, 

Robert McMaster, cutting brush in cemetery, 

Chas. Sherman, salary sup’t of poor farm, 

J. A. Palmer, collecting town and school tax 1869, 
Cary & Woodbridge, damage to horse on Sexton 
bridge, 

John Clough, service assessor, 

John Clough, book and stationery, 

E. G. Murdock, expenses burying Clark girl, 
James Calkins, damage to horse and wagon, 

C. C. Shaw, services assessor, 

E. B. Gates, u “ 

G. M. Fisk & Co., printing, 

J. McElwain, opening graves and returning deaths, 
L. F. Shepardson, services school committee, 

J. W. Adams, u u u 

O. P. Allen, “ “ “ 

J. M. Buffington, u iS u 

W. Brainard, u u u 

L. Rogers, “ u u 

A. R. Smith, u u u 

B. M. Fullerton, u u 16 

Miss C. E. Hill, “ u 66 

Silas Ruggles, “ u u 

Miss Lucy Hastings, u u u 

C. L. Gardner, legal advice, 

S. Hayes, returning deaths, 

J. G. Allen, insurance, poor house, 

L. A. Nelson, notifying town officers, 

L. A. Nelson, notifying school meeting, 

Silas Ruggles, vaccinating 252 children, 

Jas. B. Shaw, services as treasurer, 

Jas. B. Shaw, services as town clerk, recording 
births, marriages and deaths, 

Silas Ruggles, services on building committee, 

Silas Ruggles, services carrying painters to school 
house, 

J. S. Loomis, services as selectman, 

J. S. Loomis, overseer poor, 

E. G. Murdock, services as selectman, 


$12 50 
22 42 
20 00 
50 00 
8 00 
1 50 

3 17 
300 00 
189 00 

30 00 

31 00 
13 50 
25 50 
25 00 
66 53 
65 00 
57 25 

27 20 
78 00" 
25 00 

28 00 
25 00 
12 00 
25 00 
15 00 
55 00 

100 00 
89 00 
12 00 
10 00 

4 10 
37 50 

7 00 
6 00 
63 00 
100 00 

75 00 
12 00 

6 00 
125 00 
30 00 
80 00 


Amount carried forward, 


$1,967 17 
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Amount brought forward, $1,967 17 

Paid E. G-. Murdock, overseer poor, 25 00 

E. G. Murdock, committee on school houses, 14 00 

B. Johnson, moving fence, 3 50 

P. W. Webster, services as selectman, 125 00 

P. W. Webster, overseer poor, 40 00 

P. W. Webster, sending paupers to State almshouse, 61 50 

P. W. Webster, expenses out of town, 40 00 

D. Knox, going with hearse, opening graves, and 

returning deaths, 171 30 

Rob’t McMaster, digging graves, 5 13 

J. S. Loomis, stationery and stamps, 5 00 

Union Printing Co., town reports, 40 00 


$2,497 60 

INTEREST ON NOTES. 


Paid Robert McMaster, $180 00 

Waterman Fuller, 30 00 

Ralph Green, 60 00 

Susan Fenton, 30 oq 

Susan Rogers, 30 00 

J. K. Child, 90 00 

A. N. Dewey, 84 00 

A. Loomis, 87 36 

Jotham Shaw, 33 59 


$627 86 


$1,484 00 
500 00 
1,102 50 
158 00 
1,630 80 
54 33 


SUMMARY. 

$4,929 63 

Paid for schools, 

$5,295 87 

Repairing school-houses, 

1.443 09 

Highways, 

3,475 46 

Bridges, 

1,178 16 

Interest on notes, 

627 86 

Contingencies, 

2,497 60 

Amount carried forward, 

$14,518 04 


REDUCING TOWN DEBT. 

Paid Reuben Rogers, note and interest, 

J. S. Loomis, u u 

John Morgan, u u 

Jotham Shaw, u u 

A. Loomis, u “ 

Sarah Locklan, u u 
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Amount brought forward, $14,518 04 

Paid aid to soldiers and families, 1,394 50 

State tax, 3,575 00 

County tax, 1,522 53 

Reduction of town debt, 4,929 63 

Paupers, 1,837 26 


$27,776 96 

DEBTS OF THE TOWN. 

Notes due on demand : 

J. S. Loomis, 

Jotham Shaw, 

Horace Hunn, 

Mrs. Mary Foskit, 

Mrs. Mary B. Webster, 


Note due in one year : 

Reuben Rogers, $1,650 00 $1,650 00 


$1,065 00 
500 00 
800 00 
1,500 00 
450 00 

-$4,315 00 


Notes due in three years : 
Robert McMaster, 
Ralph Green, 

Watcrman Fuller, 
Susan Fenton, 

Susan E. Rogers, 


Notes due in eight years : 
Robert McMaster, 

A. N. Dewey, 

J. K. Child, (adm’r,) 


Interest on the above, 


$1,500 00 
1,000 00 
500 00 
500 00 
500 00 

-$4,000 00 


$1,500 00 
1,400 00 
1,500 00 

-$4,400 00 


$14,365 00 
960 00 


$15,325 00 

Due Samuel Haines, one note dated Oct. 20, 1868, $100 00 

Due Samuel Haines, one note dated July 8, 1869, 841 00 

Bearing interest at 7f 0 per ct., and given by School 

District No. 10, 117 50 


$1,058 50 
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AMOUNT OF CLAIMS AGAINST THE TOWN, 
March 9, 1871. 

Notes and interest, $16,383 50 

Due J. A. Palmer, salary, 84 50 

-.$16,468 00 


DUE THE TOWN. 

$2,853 31 
2,107 60 
1,362 00 
214 00 

-- 6,736 91 


Balance against the town, $9,731 09 


J. S. LOOMIS, 1 Selectmen 

E. G. MURDOCK, \ of 

PARKER W. WEBSTER, j Palmer . 


Balance in Treasury, March 7, 1871, 
From J. A. Palmer, collector, 1870, 
From State, for State aid, 1870, 
From State, for State paupers, 






Report of Overseers of tlie Poor. 

For the Year ending March 1, 1871. 


Inventory, March 7, 1870, 
Interest on cost of farm, 
Salary of superintendent * 
Expenses out, 


RECEIPTS. 

Inventory, March, 1871, 

Receipts from poor farm, 


Paid out for State paupers, 


$1,580 28 

180 00 
300 00 
1,063 57 

-$3,123 85 


$1,535 35 
230 48 

--- $1,765 83 


$1,358 02 
264 60 


$1,093 42 


Whole number of paupers, 

14 

Average “ “ 

11 

Number of State paupers lodged at poor-house, 

105 

J. S. LOOMIS, ) 

i Selectmen 

E. Gr. MURDOCK, 1 

> of 

PARKER W. WEBSTER, 1 

* Palmer. 







TOWN WARRANT. 


Commonwealth of Massachusetts . 

Hampden, ss. 

To Jason A. Palmer, Constable of the Town of Palmer, Greeting: 

In the name of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, you are hereby 
directed to notify and warn all the inhabitants of the town of Palmer, 
qualified to vote in elections and towm affairs, to meet at the Town 
Hall in said Palmer, on Monday, the twentieth day of March, inst., at 
10 o’clock, A. M., to act on the following articles, viz :— 

Article 1. To choose a Moderator to preside at said meeting. 

Art. 2. To determine the number of Selectmen, Overseers of the 
Poor, Assessors, School Committee and Constables, the town will choose 
for the ensuing year. 

Art. 3. *To elect all necessary towm officers for the ensuing year. 

Art. 4. To act upon the report of the School Committee, Selectmen, 
Overseers of the Poor, and other town officers. 

Art. 5. To raise such sums of money as are necessary to defray the 
current expenses of the town for the ensuing year. 

Art. 6 . To see if the town will raise any money to reduce the debt of 
the town. 

Art. 7. To determine the manner of repairing the highways and 
bridges for the ensuing year. 

Art. 8. To determine the manner the town will take to collect the 
taxes that may be assessed, and state the terms and conditions of the same. 

Art. 9. To see if the town will allow a discount upon the taxes that 
may be assessed the ensuing year. 

Art. 10. To see if the town will make any by-laws and regulations to 
prevent the pasturing of cattle and other animals upon the streets and 
highways of the town. 

Art. 11. To see if the town will accept the list of Jurors as revised by 
the Selectmen. 

Art. 12. To choose committees and give them instructions. 

Art. 13. To hear reports of committees and act thereon. 

Art.' 14.. To see if the town will vote to build a lock-up, and appropriate 
funds to build the same. 

Art. 15. To see if the town will build a tomb in one or more of the 
several cemeteries of the town, and appropriate funds to build the same. 

Art. 16. To see if the town will accept the road laid out by the Select¬ 
men, leading from Pleasant street, Depot village, easterly by the school 
house, about fifty-eight rods, to land of J. P. Shaw. 

Art. 17. To see what course the town will take to dispose of school 
houses and school property, owned by the town and not occupied. 

The names of Selectmen, Overseers of the Poor, Assessors, School 
Committe and Constables, who are voted for, must be all on one ballot; 
Town Clerk and Treasurer on a separate ballot. And you are hereby 
requested to serve this warrant by posting up attested copies thereof, at the 
different public places designated, by a vote of the town, seven days, at 
least, before the holding of said meeting, and cause this warrant to be 
printed in a newspaper called the Palmer Journal, at least two issues 
before the time of holding said meeting. Hereof fail not and make due 
return of this warrant, with your doings thereon, to the Town Clerk, on or 
before the time of said meeting. 

Given under our hands this first day of March, A. D., 1871. 

J. S. LOOMIS, } Selectmen 

E. G. MURDOCK, V of 

PARKER W. WEBSTER, ) Palmer . 
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School Committee for the Town of Palmer, 1870. 


Dr. SILAS RUGGLES. 

Miss C. E. HILL. 

Rev. Mr. L. F. SHEPARDSON. 

Mr. A. R. SMITH. 

Rev. Mr. B. M. FULLERTON. 

Miss L. HASTINGS. 

Mr. J. W. ADAMS. 

Mr. C. R. SHAW. 

Mr. O. P. ALLEN. 

Mr. W. BRAINARD. 

Mr. L. ROGERS. 

Mr. J. M. BUFFINGTON. 

Visiting Committee. 

Miss C. E. HILL. 

Rev. Mr. B. M. FULLERTON. 

Rev. Mr. L. F. SHEPARDSON. 

SILAS RUGGLES, M. D., Chairman 
Miss C. E. HILL, Secretary. 



SCHOOL REPORT. 


The discovering and developing of facilities, the direct 
endowment of the Great Architect, is a work of paramount 
importance. The implanted germ, by careful and constant 
culture, at maturity, reaches the utmost limits of the possi¬ 
ble ; without care, becomes dwarfed and in a measure use¬ 
less. A vast majority of human drones—those useless 
members of society—owe their contemptible position, not to 
a lack of power for a nobler existence, but from want of de¬ 
velopment. The gift of mental powers demands their im¬ 
provement. He who dares to disobey the voice of the Giver, 
as well as every impulse of his own being, invites the fate of 
the faithless servant, who treated with contempt the intrusted 
g ift. 

In regard to the education of the young—the developing 
and training of the intellect—towns, as well as individuals, 
have responsibilities. It is the duty of parents and guar¬ 
dians, to see that those who are committed to their charge, 
make use of every opportunity afforded them for mental im¬ 
provement. It rests with towns and communities to make 
these means of education ample in every respect. 

In the matter of education, economy and self-interest 
unite with the nobler motives and grander emotions, to indi¬ 
cate the only true policy, to be one of open-hearted generos¬ 
ity . When called upon to make appropriations for school 
purposes, there should be no hesitation because the amount 
increases each year; no heed should be given to the piping 
voice of threadbare penury, whispering of approaching pov¬ 
erty, but all efforts of these dyspeptic croakers should pro¬ 
voke only contempt . By making a liberal appropriation for 
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education, we are only performing a bounden duty, fulfilling 
•a sacred obligation. It is our duty as a favored people, to 
show our gratitude for these favors, not by words, but by 
deeds . We owe it to the dead—those stern-hearted exiles— 
that we increase, and transmit, the inherited blessing. It is 
an obligation we are bound by the holiest ties of nature to 
faithfully perform, sparing nothing to place within the 
reach of our children, the priceless blessings flowing from 
education. 

If, through negligence or a willful disregard of our duty, 
we fail of doing all that is devolving upon us, in regard to 
the education of these young immortals, we may silence the 
inward monitor and deceive the world, but how shall we an¬ 
swer Him, who has committed this trust to our charge. 

In view of these duties, so unmistakably ours as a town, 
it becomes your School Committee to show b j facts —these 
truthful indicators of the real—how we stand in comparison 
with other towns of the State. 

To fully accomplish all that can be demanded of a commu¬ 
nity in the matter of education, there must be a combination 
of favorable circumstances, such as convenient and commo¬ 
dious school buildings in every case, schools of the various 
grades needed, and appropriations sufficiently ample, to place 
and retain in every school, teachers of first class ability. 

Let us for a moment look at the matter of appropriations. 
The amount expanded for each scholar in this State, which 
stands second in regard to amount appropriated for educa¬ 
tional purposes, is sixteen dollars and forty-five cents. Now 
this amount, multiplied by Palmer’s seven hundred and 
seventy-six school children, would give us as a product, 
upwards of twelve thousand and seven hundred dollars. 
Again in 1867 and ’68, Palmer stood 265tli in the list of 
towns in the State, ranked according to the amount appro¬ 
priated, while in 1869 she stood 272d on the list. 

Of the towns bordering upon us, in 1869 Ware appropri- 
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ated seyen dollars and sixty-eight cents per scholar. Belcher- 
town nine dollars and two cents, Warren nine dollars and 
fifty-one cents, while Palmer appropriated but five dollars 
and twenty-one cents. 

Now, in the opinion of your Committee, these facts plainly 
indicate, to use the mildest possible term, a duty unperformed. 
We do not ask for a twelve thousand dollar appropriation, 
though we have no doubt it could be advantageously expended. 
But we do demand, in behalf of our youth—not as a favor 
but as their right, and our duty—-a sum of money large 
enough to enable us to place at the head of our schools first 
class instructors, not mere amateurs, incompetent bunglers, 
or pastime seekers, but earnest , honesty capable teachers. 
The ease with which this happier state of things may be 
attained, makes the shame of our present position all the 
greater. 

Another thing needed, in order that we may do our whole 
duty, is the establishment of a school of a higher grade, than 
any we at present possess. It matters not how much atten¬ 
tion we may pay to our Primary and Intermediate Depart¬ 
ments, it matters not how near perfection we may bring our 
common schools, these all-important nurseries of undeveloped 
powers, that dower the future with grand possibilities. We 
merit not the "well-done” of our consciences, unless we pro¬ 
vide for the continued education of our advanced pupils—the 
graduates of our common schools. 

What is needed is a High School, in fact as well as in 
name—an institution which shall offer to those desirous of 
obtaining a liberal education, all the advantages afforded by 
the neighboring Academies. The High School which we 
maintain, fulfills the letter of the law, but it comprehends not 
the spirit. 

To make our High School what it should be, and thus 
obviate the unfortunate necessity that forces those desirous of a 
thorough and critical knowledge of the higher branches of 
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study, to become students at the academies of Wilbraham 
and Monson, is clearly our first duty. Therefore your com¬ 
mittee would recommend the selection of some central location, 
suitable for the purpose, and the immediate erection thereon, 
of a building, to be used solely for a High School. Let the 
completion of the edifice mark the inauguration of an efficient 
school, able to compare favorably with any in the State. As 
a connecting link between the common schools arid the college, 
high schools are a necessity. As an auxiliary, to both, they 
are invaluable, and in the plan of liberal education, they form 
an important part of the symmetrical whole. In making this 
proposal, we are encouraged by the belief that our portrait 
will be acknowledged to be a correct one, and that the intelli¬ 
gence and foresight of a majority of the voters of Palmer will 
lead them to adopt the course we have recommended. 

Convenient and commodious school buildings, we regard, 
not as an accessory only, but as a necessity to a successful 
school. Surroundings have an influence, and this fact is no¬ 
where more clearly seen than by noticing the effect upon the 
mind of both teacher and scholar, produced by unsuitable 
locations, uncomfortable buildings, illy provided with furni¬ 
ture for the comfort of teacher and pupil, and nearly, if not 
quite destitute of the proper maps, globes, &c., so necessary 
in order that the teacher may make plain the half compre¬ 
hended language of the text books. Whatever there is con¬ 
nected with our school houses, that operates as a hinderance 
to the most complete success of our schools, we believe should 
be done away with, if possible. 

Acting upon this theory, your committee would advise the 
moving of the school house at the Old Center, from its 
present bleak and forbidding position, to a vacant corner lot 
between the house of Robert McMaster and the road leading 
by Elias Paul’s, it being at present, from its unsuitable posi¬ 
tion and sickly condition, but a relic of forgotten ideas, and 
a mere caricature of what a modern school house should be . 
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By removing the Foster school house, to a point north of 
Newell’s Pond, it will be conveniently located for the accom¬ 
modation of scholars from both the Foster and the Hastings 
Districts. In the two neighborhoods, the total number of 
scholars is only twenty-eight, and the greatest distance of 
any one from the school house would be about one and three- 
fourths miles. This plan, by increasing the size of the school, 
would make it more interesting and profitable, and enable 
your committee to furnish a better teacher and longer schools, 
and by doing away with one school, be a financial saving to 
the town. 

In proposing the foregoing improvements, in demanding 
the erection of a High School House, and the maintaining of 
such a school there, the entire year, as shall amply meet the 
wants of our youth, and furnish us with an efficient corps of 
teachers for our other schools, in demanding an increase of 
appropriation for the coming year, your Committee feel they 
have but done their duty. 

Deeply alive, as we are, to the needs of our population, 
aware of the inferior position we as a town occupy in regard 
to education, when we ought rather to be an example worthy 
of imitation, fully conscious as to the name and nature of the 
evils that have hitherto hampered and hindered us, we make 
these proposals as a sure remedy. 

We feel in making our annual report there is much to 
praise, much that demands credit; we are cognizant of a 
change for the better in the class of teachers employed, and 
as a natural consequence, a like improvement in our schools. 

Still, instead of pausing here to congratulate ourselves 
upon the results already achieved, let them be only a spur to 
increased effort, an earnest of what is to come. Let us never 
be satisfied with present successes, only as they relate to the 
present. The star of progress is ever moving onward, and 
they who would trace its course with their own, must arm 
themselves with eternal vigilance, clothe themselves with 
sleepless activity. 
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The piled-up treasures of the millionaire may take to them¬ 
selves wings and disappear, gold may tarnish, the glittering 
gem forget to sparkle, the throne and the crimson robe of 
power be changed for the prisoner’s garb and the scaffold’s 
fate, but the treasures of a well-stored mind fail not. Edu¬ 
cation makes yet happier the joy-crowned morning of life, 
becomes the abiding comfort of maturer years, and illumes 
the last glimmering twilight of age. The education of the 
young, the primary and principal element of all that we are 
or can ever hope to be as a nation, should never be made a 
secondary object with us. But, as intimately affecting our 
present prosperity, and in a great measure making or marring 
our future, should ever be deemed the first object of our care 
and attention. 


DETAILED REPORT. 

Old Center. —This school was taught the entire year by 
Mrs. S. Ella King. Her adaptation for the difficult task of 
teaching is clearly proved by her most successful experience, 
and we can only express our pleasure in the favorable result 
that has rewarded her efforts. Map drawing was made a 
specialty in the school. We regard this as most important, 
though too often neglected. A correct and critical knowledge 
of the location aud boundaries of the various countries, is in¬ 
dispensable to a good common school education. This know¬ 
ledge is most efficiently gained, by constantly reproducing 
upon black-board and paper, the maps of the text books. 
Considerable attention was paid to the reciting of prose and 
poetry. This practice we would also commend, as, when 
rightly employed, it adds to the knowledge of the pupils, and 
at the same time, increases their interest in the school. 

Three Rivers.— Miss L. R. Shumway was employed to 
teach the Primary Department during the year. This lady 
has taught in town for several terms, and has always met 
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with a fair degree of success. Her labors for the past year 
were well received by the people of the district. The Gram¬ 
mar and High School was taught, during the Summer term, 
by Miss J. D. Bixby. The Fall term, by Miss M. W. Kel¬ 
logg. Miss Bixby was a fair teacher, and her school, though 
not as good as some, was about the average. Miss Kellogg, 
a Normal graduate, was a superior teacher, excelling in the 
art of teaching and governing. Her school was a success in 
every respect, the pupils being orderly, and making great 
progress in their studies. 

The Winter term was taught by Mr. H. C. Strong, whose 
literary qualifications are good. His system of government 
is hardly suitable for our common schools. Mr. Strong’s 
manner of imparting instruction is, in the main, commenda¬ 
ble ; still we are conscious of one error in his method. We 
think it is a teacher’s duty, to make those intrusted to his 
care, independent scholars ; requiring them to recite, not re¬ 
citing for them. Giving pupils too much assistance while 
reciting, is a very common fault with young teachers, and 
Mr. Strong is somewhat inclined to this error. Still, in his 
case, it is a mistake easily corrected, and we think that with 
his attainments and earnestness, he will prove a most success¬ 
ful instructor. The close of his school showed a good de¬ 
gree of advancement. 

Depot.— The Primary department was taught through the 
entire year by Miss L. S. Blair. The citizens of the Depot 
Village were very fortunate in obtaining, and retaining 
through the year, so competent a teacher as Miss Blair. Her 
plan of instruction was thorough, a thing which is nowhere 
needed more than in the primary schools. As well attempt 
to finish the second story of a building while the foundations 
are but half laid, as to allow a child to graduate from a pri¬ 
mary school and enter one of a higher grade before it has 
thoroughly learned all that can be taught it there. With 
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teachers like Miss Blair at the head of all our primary 
schools, complaints of such a nature would be unknown. 

Intermediate.— The Summer and Fall terms were taught 
by Miss L. Merriam. The schools exhibited a fair degree 
of improvement, though not so marked as in some cases. 

The Winter term was taught by Miss E. J. Fenton, who 
improved somewhat on the previous school. 

Grammar and High School.— This school was under 
the charge of Miss M. J. Cady the entire year, except a 
portion of the Winter term, when the failure of her health 
forced her to resign; the remaining portion of the term was 
filled out by Miss Ella Graves. As an earnest, faithful 
teacher, Miss Cady commands our warmest approval. Gifted 
with a rare faculty to make difficult things simple, to give 
interest to the dryest branches, she never failed to make her 
pupils understand what they went over. Her rare acquire¬ 
ments were of the highest order, and in this respect, as in 
others, she was most amply qualified for a teacher. To find 
the particular points of excellence in one whose peculiarity 
seems to be that of excelling in every respect, is a useless 
labor. We can only express our approval of the school, and 
we sincerely hope Miss Cady may soon resume the active 
duties of a teacher’s life. Miss Graves, who took the school 
after Miss Cady’s resignation, did not have a fair chance to 
show her ability as a teacher, though she finished the term 
with credit to herself. 

Blanchardville. —The first two terms were taught by 
Miss C. J. Dickenson, who proved herself a very good 
teacher, faithfully guiding the youthful pilgrim along the 
thorny paths of learning. In the winter the position of 
teacher was ably filled by Miss Helen King. The order of 
the school was good, the pupils prompt in their recitations, 
and the general advancement all that could be expected. 

Mason. —The Summer and Fall terms were taught by 
Miss J. Keith. The teacher governed well, and possessed 
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an aptitude for teaching. The Winter term was taught by 
Mr. J. W. Brainard, who, though well qualified for the po¬ 
sition, labored under the disadvantage of inexperience and a 
familiar acquaintance with his pupils. Still he persevered 
and finished his school with fair success. 

Foster. —Miss M. L. Fuller taught both Summer and 
Fall terms. This lady has had some experience in teaching, 
nevertheless her school was not above the average. The 
Winter term was taught by Miss H. J. Morse, a very fair 
teacher. The school appeared well, and the pupils made 
considerable progress in their studies. 

Shaw. —This school year has been an important one in the 
history of this district. For some time previous, the people 
of this part of the town have been without suitable accommo¬ 
dations for school purposes. The need of such a building at 
length became so evident, that the town could no longer turn 
a deaf ear to their demand. Accordingly, at a town meeting 
called for that purpose, it was voted to build a school house 
in the immediate vicinity of C. R. Shaw’s house, and a com¬ 
mittee was chosen with instructions to immediately erect said 
house. The committee performed their duty, and about the 
first of November commenced building, and on the first of 
December they had a house built 18x26 feet, all complete and 
ready for occupancy. The building is a neat and tidy little 
edifice, well built, well furnished, and well painted, at an 
expense of a little less than seven hundred dollars. The 
wisdom and justice of this measure is amply shown by the 
records of the Winter term, which was taught by Miss L. 
Page, who taught a very successful school for five weeks, and 
then, on account of the death of her mother, was obliged to 
resign. The school was closed the remainder of the term. 

Bond’s Village. —The primary school in this village was 
taught by Miss B. S. Atwood, the entire year. The school 
was hard to govern, yet she succeeded well in that all import¬ 
ant, yet most difficult part of a teacher’s duty. The school 
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was large, and like all primary schools, composed mostly of 
very small children, trying to a teacher’s patience, and taxing 
all her powers to successfully manage. 

Intermediate. —The Summer and Winter terms were 
taught by Miss L. A. Peters, and both were marked by a 
patient, persevering effort on the part of the teacher, and a 
good degree of improvement, on the part of the scholars. 
Miss Peters is pleasing in her manner, mild, yet firm, win¬ 
ning and retaining the love of her pupils, very successful in 
imparting knowledge, and we regard her as one of our most 
efficient teachers. The Fall term of this school was taught 
by Miss M. J. Woolson, whose rank as a teacher is not 
above the average. 

Grammar and High. —The first term of this department 
was in the fall, with Miss L. A. Peters as teacher. Her 
success in this school was as complete as in the intermediate 
department. The Winter term was taught by Miss C. A. 
Bushnell, one well qualified, both by attainments and expe¬ 
rience ; the order maintained was good, the appearance of 
the school creditable alike to teacher and scholars. 

Hastings. —Owing to the small number of scholars in 
this district, there was but one term during the year, which 
was taught by Miss E. M. Sanderson. This lady was faith¬ 
ful in the performance of her duty, making it a pleasure 
rather than a dreaded task ; well fitted for her position, happy 
in her method of imparting instruction, and as a natural re¬ 
sult, the few who composed her school made rapid progress. 
During the Fall term your Committee availed themselves of 
the privilege afforded them by the law of the State, provid¬ 
ing conveyance for the school children of this district to the 
Foster district—maintaining but one school for both districts 
—thereby saving more than one-half the expense of a sepa¬ 
rate school. 

Thorndike.— The Summer term of the Primary School 
was taught by Miss J. E. Breard. The order was good, but 
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the advancement of the pupils was not what the friends of 
the school hoped for. The Fall and Winter terms were 
taught by Miss I. T. Pierce, a graduate of the Normal 
School, whose patient, untiring devotion to her work, and 
fitness for the position, developed in the school a degree of 
excellence seldom seen. 

Intermediate.— The Summer term was taught by Mrs. 
L. P. Hutchins. A lack of power to govern detracted 
somewhat from the success of the school, and in consequence, 
at the close, only a fair amount of advancement had been 
made. During the fall and winter the school was under the 
charge of Miss I. E. Pierce, also a Normal graduate. As 
in the Primary department, so also in this, the success of the 
Normal system of teaching was productive of most gratifying 
results. The peculiar fitness of the Normal plan of instruc¬ 
tion for Primary and Intermediate schools is beyond question. 
The energy, almost amounting to enthusiasm on the part of 
both the Misses Pierce, is a most important auxiliary of their 
success. 

Grammar and High. —The Summer term was taught by 
Mrs. E. Murdock, who, as usual, succeeded well. A very 
acceptable school was taught during the fall by Miss C. A. 
Bushnell, the pupils making commendable progress in all 
branches pursued; the order was all that could be expected. 
The Winter term w r as taught by Mr. A. M. Bigelow. His 
manners, somewhat inclined to the brusque , were a disad¬ 
vantage to him at first; and a want of sympathy, on the 
part of a few of the parents, made the task of teaching more 
difficult. Undeterred by these hindrances, he continued earn¬ 
est and faithful in his efforts for the improvement of his pupils. 
The marked and rapid advancement of the school was the 
natural result of the teacher’s patient labors. During the 
entire term, the order was good; the method of teaching was 
one calculated to make the pupils thorough, not superficial. 
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In the higher branches Mr. B. excels, and the closing exam¬ 
ination, satisfactory in all respects, was most especially so in 
regard to these branches. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

SILAS RUGGLES, 

Chairman of Committee . 


STATISTICS OP THE SCHOOLS. 


NO. 1. SUMMER TERM. 


LOCATION. 

TEACHERS. 

Wages. 

'lime 

in 

Mos. 

W hole 

No. 

Schol. 

Ay. No 

Old Center, 

S. Ella Randall, 

835 

24 

33 

29 

Three Rivers Pimary, 

Louis R. Shumway, 

35 

24 

38 

31 

“ u Gram. & High 

Julia D. Rixby, 

35 

2 

24 

18 

Depot Primary, 

L. S. Blair, 

35 

24 

59 

47 

u Intermediate, 

Lizzie Merriam, 

35 

24 

33 

23 

“ Gram, and High, 

Mary J. Cady, 

40 

24 

33 

28 

u Blanchardville, 

Clara J. Dickenson, 

35 

24 

33 

30 

Mason, 

Josie Keith, 

28 

24 

16 

15 

Foster, 

Mary L. Fuller, 

30 

24 

23 

19 

Bond’s Tillage Primary, 

Bell S. Atwood, 

35 

2 

72 

58 

u “ Intermediate, 

L. A. Peters, 

35 

2 

30 

25 

Thorndike Primary, 

J. Ella Breard, 

35 

24 

50 

43 

“ Intermediate, 

L. P. Hutchins, 

35 

2 

58 

48 

“ Gram, and High 

Mrs. M. E. Murdock, 

35 

24 

39 

34 















NO. 2. FALL TERM. 


LOCATION. 

TEACHERS. 

Wages 

Tima 

in 

Mos. 

Whole 

No 

Schol. 

4v. No 

Old Center, 

S. Ella Randall, 

$35 

3 

34 

27 

Three Rivers Primary, 

Louis R. Shumway. 

35 

3 

49 

34 

“ “ Gram. & High 

M. W. Kellogg, 

35 

3 

27 

19 

Depot Primary, 

L. S. Blair, 

35 

3 

59 

37 

“ Intermediate, 

Lizzie Merriam, 

35 

21 

43 

29 

“ Gram, and High, 

Mary J. Cady, 

40 

3 

34 

27 

“ Blanehardville, 

Clara J. Dickenson, 

35 

21 

32 

27 

Mason, 

Josie Keith, 

28 

3 

18 

15 

Poster, 

Mary L. Puller, 

30 

3 

23 

20 

Bond’s Village Primary, 

Bell S. Atwood, 

35 

3 

48 

35 

“ “ Intermediate, 

M. J. Woolson, 

35 

3 

28 

19 

“ “ Gram. & High 

L. A. Peters, 

35 

21 

30 

25 

Thorndike Primary, 

Ida T. Pierce, 

35 

3 

53 

32 

“ Intermediate, 

Isabel E. Pierce, 

35 

3 

57 

43 

“ Gram, and High 

Carrie A. Bushnell, 

35 

3 

30 

26 


















NO. 3. WINTER TERM. 


LOCATION. 

TEACHERS. 

Wages, 

i ifne 

in 

Mos. 

W hole 

No. 

Schol. 

Av. No 

Old Center, 

S. Ella King, 

$35 

3 

36 

31 

Three Rivers Primary, 

Louis R. Shumway, 

35 

3 

38 

27 

££ ££ Gram. & High 

Homer C. Strong, 

40 

2| 

35 

28 

Depot Primary, 

L. S. Blair, 

35 

3 

59 

37 

“ Intermediate, 

Ella J. Eenton, 

35 

3 

44 

33 

“ Gram, and High, 

M. J. Cady & E. Graves 

43 

1 4-5 

35 

25 

££ Blanchardville, 

Helen King, 

35 

3 

31 

25 

Mason, 

John W. Brainard, 

32 


18 

15 

Eoster, 

Hattie J, Morse, 

32 

3 

24 

21 

Shaw, 

Lizzie Page, 

32 

n 

21 

19 

Bond’s Village Primary, 

Bell S. Atwood, 

35 

21 

47 

32 

4 4 £{ Intermediate, 

L. A. Peters, 

35 

21 

47 

39 

££ ££ Gram. & High 

Carrie A. Bushnell, 

35 

21 

26 

23 

Hastings, 

Ella M. Sanderson, 

30 

3 

10 

9 

Thorndike Primary, 

Ida T. Pierce, 

35 

3 

40 

37 

££ Intermediate. 

Isabel E. Pierce, 

35 

3 

55 

44 

££ Gram. & High, 

Albert M. Bigelow, 

60 

3 

36 

28 


Whole number of scholars in town, 776; raised $5000 by tax; School 
fund, $307.98; Merrick fund, $56.14; total, $5,364.12. 
























